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POISON HEMLOCK
By Jeff Ormiston

In 399, Greek philosopher Socrates drank a potion laced with Poison Hemlock
(Conium maculatujrand died a very short time later as his nervous system
shut down. In 2010 a woman in Tacoma, Washington died after adding the
leaves from poison hemlock to a salad thinking it was related to parsley or wild
carrot and would be a good addition to her home grown s@lénile often
mi staken for wild carrot (Queen Ann
son Heml oc k g,ralong soad&ides,tindaclByardst aad wet areas
The flowers are white in a flat umbel and the stems are smooth, green and

" ) v 4 ¢ streaked and dotted with
m ! e : P b3 purple. | recently had a

2 . : ' S single plant grow in my
flower bed next to my
house. At first | thought
it a weed but it was at-
tractive so | let it grow
hoping it would bloom
o % making identification
/% " et €asier. As it reached the
2 i \V%.. 2 overhang on my house |
.—:-.’.?{:”

¥ got out my wildflower

vl field guide and realized

it was poison hemlock,
famous for the demise

of Socrates. Carefully |

cut and disposed of the
plant after reading that all parts of the plant are highly poisonous. After last
summer 6s dry conditions Poison Heml
and as people unfamiliar with the plant use it for salads and other food dishes
the death rate is slowly climbing. Young childre
are especially attracted to poison hemlock due tg
delicate flowers and ferlike leaves. While some
members of the order Lepidoptera rely on poiso
hemlock as their main food source most wild ani
mals also are adversely affected if they feed on t

plants.
Ed. Not e: Amacul at umo ot t
the spots on this ste )r mi
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SOL FEST 2013: TWO DAYS OF SUN AND
FROLIC by Jeff Ormiston M

-

Sol Fest 2013, held May"4and %", again brought hundreds of visi-
tors to Fox Island to enjoy one of the most popular spring events in

Al l en County. True to form, t he ST wnd Al L
Lifeo station with many varieties o. reptiles, a
brates and fish on display for the nature loving families and individu-

als in attendance. A 140 | argemouth Bass even ma

three sizes of Musk Turtles on exhibit that we could compare to the usual Painted Turtles. A large group of
Alliance members and volunteers assured that all visitors to our tables got their questions answered. A spe-
cial thanks to Russ Voorhees who demonstrated that a Giant Water Bug can inflict a painful bite when pro-

voked. Thanks to the staff of Allen County Parks for a great veadk

NEWS FROM OUR SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS

My name is Alex Bayesaand | am a seventh grade student at St.
Charles Borromeo school. | was the junior recipient of the Envi-
ronmental Excellence award at this years' regional science fair. |
M just wanted to give you a little bit of information about myself,
my family and my project. | am on the high honors role and |
play several sports including: basketball, soccer, and tennis.
Some of my hobbies are: reading, cooking, playing outdoors,
sports, and babysitting. My family which includes my mom,

dad and little brother, loves to joke around, but they are always

A\ there for me. They encouraged me to do this project and remind
[ me to put out my solar panel on days | forgot.

My science project compared wind and solar power to deter-

i mine which would be the better alternative energy source for

Fort Wayne. The results were close, but | found that solar power
had the slight advantage for our area. | decided to do this project
because | am interested in preserving our environment. Using
clean energy sources, such as the sun or wind will help reduce
pollution. These resources are also free, and abundant, unlike coal or gas. It just makes sense for us all to
think about better ways to live and preserve our world!

Dear Fox Island Members,

My name isGrace Steensma and 1 6d | i ke to thank | rgani z

presenting me with the Fox Island Regional Science Fair award.

My project was orbats and bat population | learned a lot and had
fun! Thanks again! =

Sincerely, Grace Steensm& grader, Oak View Elementary
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Woodland Songbirds in Decline?
By Jim Haw

For more than thirty years, | have kept track of numbers of neotropical songbirds at Fox Island in spring and
migrations. (Neotropicals are species that nest in the U. S. and/or Canada and winter in Latin America.) Us
a method borrowed from Dr. Kenneth Brock, | calculate the average (mean) number of individuals for each s
cies over the years and try to detect trends.

Fall 2012 was a very bad year for migrants at Fox Island. Five species were found in numbers above the lor
term mean, one at the mean, and 37 below the mean, in many cases in numbers from 1/3 to 1/5 of the mear
The five species above the mean were all species that nest at Fox Island: Bjuey Gnatcatcher , Gray

Catbird , and White-eyed, Warbling, and Redeyed Vireos.

Of course, one should not draw sweeping concl usi
location. Perhaps | was not at Fox Island on the right days when good numbers were there, or perhaps
weather conditions were such that most migrants flew over us without stopping. Counts of birds on their
nesting grounds in June are much more reliable in showing population trends.

But there does seem to be a ldegn downward trend for a lot of neotropical woodland birds. | added up the
total numbers of individuals seen at Fox Island in fall for the years-1989 and compared them to the totals
for 20032012. In each case the totals are for nine years; | did not do the survey in 1988 or 2010.

The result shows 16 species in higher numbers recently than in the 1980s, one stable, and 29 declining. Fo
warblers only, 7 species were up in the recent period, oge
stable, and 16 down. Species nesting at Fox Island fare
better (11 species up, 12 down) than transients (5 up,
stable, 17 down). In some cases the change was majo
Giving first the totals for the 1980s, then those for the la=
decade, among the most affected were: Rbbyated
Hummingbird 234/318, Blugray Gnatcatcher 57/161,
Gray Catbird 996/1778, Yellowellied Flycacher 17/7,
Veery 22/9, Graycheeked Thrush 33/9, Whitgyed Vireo
177/50 (2012 was an exception to the trend), Blureged
Warbler 66/13, Goldewinged Warbler 14/4, Tennessee
Warbler 652/306, Chestngtded Warbler 203/89, Magno
Warbler 431/216, Cape May Warbler 114/34, Blackbur
Warbler 175/45, Baypreasted Warbler 410/67, Cerulean
Warbler 18/1 (apparently extirpated as a nester at Fox Island now), Ovenbird 259/51, Canada Warbler 60/11
Scarlet Tanager 103/52.

Long-term data for migrants at Fox Island supports the general impression of many Indiana birders away frot
Lake Michigan: many of our neotropical woodland songbirds are in decline. Wildlife specialists believe the
largest single factor in declines on the nesting grounds in eastern North Améiaddtat loss and habitat
fragmentation, both due to land development. Habitat loss on their wintering grounds in Latin America

is another major factor. The hazards of migration and numerous other factors are also involved.
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Kit Kapers: Fox Tale for Kids

By Pam George

Holy Smoke! Our Trees Have Holes!

Under the spreading branches of the towering tree next to the Bird Observation Building at Fox Island Park, y
can find numerous brown seed pods shaped like stars that seem to have fallen from the sky. However, they
fell off the branches of the giant sweet gum tree overhead.

You can recognize a sweet gum tree not only by its unusual seed pods, but
starshaped leaves on its branches. These majestic trees can grow as tall a
feet and can live over 150 years! There are even fossil records of their spik
pods.

The scientific name for the sweet gum trekiggiidamber styracifluavhich de-
scribes the sticky, sweet sap, called resin, that seeps through the bark if it i
ken. This sap has been collected for centuries and used to make chewing ot
perfumes, and even a medicine that could treat a sore throat. The sap also - =
a special chemical, calletyrene which is the chief ingredient used when making Styrofoam products!

If you look very carefully at the bark of our old sweet gum tree, you will see neat rows of shallow holes circling
the tree and maybe even notice some of that sticky sap oozing out of a few holes. These holes are called
sapwells.

These sapwells are the work of the Yelbellied Sapsucker, a mediusized woodpecker that likes to lap up
the leaking sap and any trapped insects with its kippled tongue. Sporting blagnd .
white bars on its back and a red cap and throat (males only), it 5

upright on our treeop w h
dgdrilling just below the -fichse tr
# that flows down from the leaves towards the roots in tissue call¢
t h phloémo .

Male Yellow-bellied Sapsucker Female Yellowbellied Sapsucker
WY This ficircling the treed tech or k

" blocks the downward flow of saf.he enterprising sapsucker then drills a row of holes
directly above the clogged row, where sap starts to spurt out due to thepbpiiéissure from below. The row
of holes on the top of a section of circles on a tree is the freshest row.

Yellow-bel | i ed Sapsuckers will continue to dAdrill &
to die. But, since the holes are shallow, the tree is usually able to heal itself from past years of drilling.

Even before you spot this skillful driller, you
makingitscatl i ke fimeowd to warn others they are in its

Ed. Note: Sapsuckers migrate through Fox Island, but nest farther north. Sometimes hummingbirds are attre
ed to the insects that come to the sapwells.

| Volunteers are needed in the Bird Observation Building: see Ron! |

|
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SPIDERS
By Kenlyn Peters

The most common reaction to those creepy, frightening,-t#glged creatures is to scream, grab a raligchewspaper and wagaar with

the beasts (or quite possibly to jump up on a chai rsthatorte scr e a
upon a time, this was my very reaction if | happened upon a spider, but these feelings of animosity quickly changeditn fseir

took a course on spider biology in college. My curiosity was piqued and the more | learned the more | came to feeldeatiines
werendt creepy, they were amazing!

Many people tend to consider spiders as insects, when in fact they are actually members of their own class Arachrsdaitivimitiei
same phylum, Arthropoda, to which crustaceans and insects also belong. Eight percent of arthropods are arachnidiemefoetyt of
arachnids are spiders. Other arachnids include scorpions, psuedoscorpions, amblypigids and mites among several athérs. Some
characteristics of all arthropods are a chitinous exoskeleton, a segmented body with bilateral symmetry, jointed |eg¥azucedn
sensory system. What sets arachnids apart are their eight legs, two body segments, pedipalps and chelicerae, ethbusgesfand
external digestion. Spiders are characterized by havirsggmented abdomens, cheliceral poison glands, spinnerets fromtindycdpin
silk and by being obligate carnivores. Most spiders have eight eyes, though some species have six.

Another misconception about spiders is that they all spin webs. Spiders do have the potential to spin silk, butizeit adi btiild webs.

One of the largest web spinning spiders in the area is the beautiful black and yellow garden spider. Large femalesaextunired as

the males are much smaller and not as brilliantl y anddsareanlg. F
a third that size. Many people wonder how spiders dondét beco
caught in their own webs. Fascinatingly, spiders can actual creatd v I

different forms of silk. For instance a web is a combination of stic
and nonsticky silk. The nosstick silk is used for strength and
framework; these are the lines the spiders walk on.

Other local spiders that do not utilize their silk to build webs are ¢
wolf and jumping spiders. Crab spiders are often seen sitting on
flowers where they lie in wait to catch insects. Amazingly crab spigs 4
can even change their color to match their surroundings. Wolf sp 3'339 .4"\
are commonly the large brown spiders found on the floors of home, T .
They are solitary hunters and have among the best eyesight of theg y
spiders. Jumping spiders are adorable, almost fuzzy spiders,
sometimes called monkedgced spiders because they have two largs
anterior median eyes that give them a printike appearance. They
are also among the best with eyesight and have edeedlloped
internal hydraulic system that allows them to jump distances sev
times their body length.

o
P

Lastly | will touch upon what is probabl y -ltohneg |leagrsgoe satiomaustshceo nne
There are actually two arachnids that are commonly called daddy longlegs in different regions. One is the harvestiosidonOigh is

actually not even a spider. The other is the cellar spider, or the Pholcid. Neither of these is toxic or a threat.tdHeumgiiswas

started because a black widow, which is considered one of the most venomous spiders, was found trapped in a Pholeéd web, so t
assumption was made that the Pholcid must be more venomous. This is not the case, the Pholcid merely has much |dngges legs an

likely able to wrap the black widow while staying out of reach of its venomous chelicerae.

There are so many amazing facts about spiders and | can only skim the surface. | encourage you to delve into thedewldldfespext
time you see one of these arachnids, | implore you to resist grabbing theuphesvspaper, and learn a bit about him.
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT FOX ISLAND

To register for programs or for more information contact one of the following:
For Ron Zartman call 449186 orrzartman@allencountyparks.org

For Natalie Haley call 443246 omhaley@allencountyparks.org

Most activities and programs have a $2.00 charge and require preqistration .

Preschool Discovery Hours: Worm Farmers
July 23, Tuesday 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Cost $3 per child, $2 per adult (

Preregister by 7/18; Min. 5 max 20. Why are worms so popular with
kids? We will build seethrough habitats to take home, hunt for worms
to tunnel in them, and end with a snack. Bring a clean, clear-R and a
16 oz. bottle for each worm farmer. Register with Ron.

Preschool Discovery Hours: Flutterbies

August 20, Tuesday 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. $3 per child, $2 per adult.
Preregister by 8/15. Min. 5, Max 20. Explore

the lives of butterflies, enjoy a story, and

search for them in our butterfly garden. Have

a snack to finish up. Register with Ron.

Little Wabash River Bike Hike

September 14, Saturday 9 a.m. Cost $2; free to park pass holders. Pre

register by 9/9. Bring your own roadready bike, water and snacks for a lei-

surely 13 mile tour of the Little Wabash River v
Erie Canal features, the Vermilyea House, and break at Little River Wet-

l andsdé Arrowhead Prairie. Hel mets required; dre
Register with Ron.

Snorkel Bowman Lake

September 14, Saturday 31:30 p.m. Meet at Bowman Lake Beach.
Bring your own snorkel, mask and fins to explore Bowman Lake with
naturalist Ron Zartman. Participants should be confident swimmers
with snorkeling experience. Cost $2; Min. 5 Max 10. Preregister by
9/9; call Ron.

Glow-in-the-Dark Hike: September 27, Friday 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Cost $2; preregister by 9/22; Min. 5, Max 20. Search for glowworms and bioluminescent mushrooms. No
flashlights, to preserve our night vision.
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